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the west coast. Farther south, in Tasmania, is the defended
harbour of Hobart. Of all these, the greatest strategical im-
portance attaches to Port Darwin, as has already been
pointed out.
Away to the eastward, in New Zealand, there are four
defended harbours, viz : Auckland and Wellington in the
North Island, and Littleton and Dunedin in the South
Island. Of these, the first is the principal base of the New
Zealand Fleet.
Indian Ocean.
There is a chain of bases across the Indian Ocean
linking the Mediterranean with the Pacific. Going from
west to east, we find Aden at the entrance to the Red Sea,
Karachi and Bombay on the west coast of India, with
Colombo and Trincomalee in Ceylon to the south of them.
Colombo is the base of the East Indies Squadron. In the
Bay of Bengal are Madras and Calcutta on the Indian
coast and Rangoon in Burma. None of these ports is strongly
defended, though there are guns at them all.
(5) England*s Pacific Strategy
It is not difficult to estimate England's strategical plans
in the Pacific and Indian Oceans from the foregoing, I
will try to indicate the strategical value of the Singapore
base.
In an Anglo-Japanese war.
As has already been mentioned, we accepted a ratio of
60 per cent of naval strength in comparison with those of
England and of America because we overlooked the base at
Singapore. There, England had us ! If our plenipotentiaries
had had more foresight, or if they had not been so
full of the glorious past of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
we should certainly have stood out, like America, for
equality. With the present ratio, a war with England must
be expected to end in a victory for her. In other words, we
start at a disadvantage unless our naval strength is at least
equal to hers.
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